It was already well known that Reggio Emilia’s  people consists of very active  persons with  high sense of social responsability but  we can undoubtedly point out, furthermore, they are kind-hearted  and able of an extraordinary daily solid actions for helping fellowmen. 

Reggio Emilia’s people is  really an example to follow:  well organised for the common good,  for charity actions,  helping everybody in need of help  well knowing that only helping eachother it will be  possible to live better.  We could say , without being wrong “Reggio, Chief town of solidarity”, but for them our recognition is excessive since they are convinced  what they  are doing is a mere nothing while it’s useless to say  what their charity work is important for the community.

The International Association Ring14 organised on last month of September, at the  Hotel Astoria Mercure   three days of International Congress for sensitizing the town on the problem of rare neurogenetic diseases relating to chomosome 14.  The Association is born in 2002 thanks to the interest of a group of families with children suffering the  Ring14 syndrome  from which the association takes it’s name and it is actually the only no profit association taking care of the research concerning those pathologies.  

Who knows the Association, the involved families and the President – Mrs. Stefania Azzali  well knows the engagement and devotement they are daily dedicating to the realization of research projects having the target to help their children and the great positiveness and hopes they are setting on the future.

Who did not attend the congress  cannot image however  the involvement of the local charity and the great love the many volunteers reserved to our “special”  children and their families. Charity persons who for some days concealed their personal or family problems devoting themselves entirely to our children.

Alpini, doctors, nurses, volunteers, students, psychologists, educators, parishioners… who supportes the association  both from a moral and an economic point of view.

A page would not be sufficient to thank all of them that’s why I prefer to close my short intervention by  giving space to the sensations reported to us by  some volunteers who devoted us their contagious fraternity spirit :

“Your children are wonderful, we fell in love with them! They are alike small sponges, they are taking all what you can give but what you are receiving from them is much,much more of what you can expect! That’s why our heart is still with them. They could be an example for a lot of  people.

 (Tiziana – Clown of Reggio Emilia Red Cross)

“I  enjoyed, as Lions guest, to put myself at the service of fellow creatures. I am in debt to whom gave me that possibility. 

That charity experience enriched my soul and let me feel better; spending a few time with our little friends and their parents who are fighting day by day for their children hoping in a better future for them I realized what is really “important” in our life.  What I keep in my heart is the serene face of so many mummies in spite of the difficulties they are continuously facing.”

 (Elio Fumi – Lions Club Canossa Val D'Enza, volunteer for the dinners offered to the families at Parish Church of Canali) 

“The Alpini of Reggio Emilia keep from that experience the consciousness of the needs and of the great strength of the parents of our “special children”.  A special  image I keep in my eyes is a French child of 3-4 years approx who, in the arms of their parents, was looking at around with  happy and attentive expression

 (Ivo Castellani – President of Alpini National Association – Division of   Reggio Emilia)

“All the children with whom we got in touch have a great wish of living, knowing and enjoying themselves.  There would be a lot of  amusing situations  to tell  and really  we keep a very positive memory of the time spent with them; it has been very interesting and pleasant not only each single  experience but firstly the different vision  we  had over subjects  suffering such a type of pathologies: a positive, serene  and smiling vision, just like the eyes of the children who, also with their problems,  have a lot to live  and a lot to give to whom who, as it arrived to us, have the wish to get acquainted with them!…”

“The best sensation kept from that experience is the spontaneous easy  relations established between the children and the volunteers who spent the day with them in the playing room: a special relation based on a particular and unusual   way of communicating (gestures, signs, cries and laughs) thst, through a better knowledge of the children day by day allowed to overcome the many barriers of  “diversity”…….. 

That experience enriched me a lot further to discover an unknown aspect of my person. I am very grateful of the possibility had to collaborate in that important event and I think I am now more tolerant and  sensitive. I realized many things …… for instance I had the possibility of appreciating the life, very difficult but rich in love, of those children who in spite of the crises due to their heavy disease, recover immediately after their cheerfulness. Families are fantastic, parents really “great” for their availability, strength and force of charatcer. What I will keep forever in my heart is the love spontaneously given to us by  our children and their parents. 

(students of  Teaching Training SchoolMatilde di Canossa and volunteers of the playing room)
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